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‘Healthy agriculture for
involved local communities’

Jasmien Hillen

NGO’S



RESEARCH

“We believe that system approaches are 
necessary to address the challenges of our
today’s food system. Researchers need to take 
up a new role in society and this living lab will
learn us a lot on this.”

Fleur Marchand



‘On farm innovation and
technical progress are vital

drivers in the transition to a 
more agro-ecological approach’

Dieter Depraetere

RESEARCH



RESEARCH

Thanks to agro-ecological 
thinking, we look beyond the 

optimization of cultivation.

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vlaamsbrabant.be%2Feconomie-landbouw%2Fland-en-tuinbouw%2Fpraktijkonderzoek-en-voorlichting%2Faardbeien-kleinfruit-druiven%2Findex.jsp&psig=AOvVaw16dd5HF0Jtq5GJP9kD9tor&ust=1590748007397000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNiD1KGs1ukCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


Based on end-users needs, active  
stakeholder involvement, co-creation and 

system thinking are indispensable 
elements in research, innovation and 

knowledge creation Lieve De Cock
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‘Practice-driven research and
tailored knowledge exchange 
are key for development of 

agro-ecological innovations with
farmers’

Carmen Landuyt

RESEARCH

EDUCATION



12

‘Open knowledge exchange in 
co-creation with (organic) 
farmers as driver for of an 
agroecological food and farming 
system’

An Jamart
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Organic knowledge
network of Flanders



LIVING LAB

ENoLL principles

5 components



facilitation of the living lab by ILVO

• management: 1 FTE from the Social Sciences unit and the aid of 3 researchers

• core team  with researchers from all units

coordination through participation: 

• active stakeholder participation in design and operation of the LL

• working groups: variable membership, linked to specific goal, temporary

funding : chicken or the egg

MANAGEMENT

Ago-feedsystem

Temporary
working group

Temporary
working group



Research

Facilitating and supporting systemic research and 
innovation on agro- ecological practices in food systems 

• making existing expertise visible

• interactive knowledge sharing activities

• helpdesk: refer questions to partners, identifying knowledge gaps, 
education, initiating research with partners

• facilitating project proposals (excl. the writing itself)

• facilitating real life research on farms

• building up knowledge on systemic research



Research

Concrete actions

• Round tables organic research with CCBT

• Price for best organic research with CCBT

• Conferences and webinars

• Faire pricing (series)

• Make the soil work for you

• Strategic communication on organic farming

• On-farm composting

• Inspiring moment for high school teachers on agro-ecology

• Facilitation of the course agro-ecology at UGENT

• Free availabkle presentation about agro-ecology

• Farm visits ‘farmer and policymaker in dialogue’

• Threemontrly networking and inspiring moment ‘LLAEBIO draait door’



ICT and INFRASTRUCTURE

website
www.llaebio.be

farmland for future projects 

both on ILVO as on real farms (such as PHAE)

http://www.llaebio.be/
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